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Run ye to aud fro through “the etreets of Jerusalem, and. see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
jud ginent, that seeketh the truth. — Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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‘From the Boston Recorder and Telegraph 
of June 3.) 


AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS. 


From a friend of Missions within the 
bounds of Massachusetts, we received, 
a few days since, the sum of four dol- 
lars, accompanied with the following 
note: Ld 

“Tn the spring of 1822, during a 
revival of religion in my native town, 
in which | hope I had a share, I felt 
unusually anxious for the conversion 
of the world; and taking into view the 
vast exertions which must be made be- 
fore that glorious millennial day shall 





arrive, I resolved to do something to | 


assist in the work of Missions. 
not having the means within my reach, 


But | 


I set apart four rows across my field | 
of corn in planting, ume, the produce 
of which I determined to devote to 


that purpose. My feeble endeavours 


ed abundantly. He who ‘hears the} 


‘i the 


were evidently blessed —the field yield- of God, 


| seeking the favour and applause of 





———) 
deavoured to excuse ‘myself by devoe 
ting it f.at year to pay former annual 
sub:criptions and donations, which 
doubtless amounted to that sum. But 
now, fecling that I was in an error, I 
enclose it “wth the interest, being 
about 3 dollars 75 cents, to which I 
will add 25 cents for my unfaithful- 
ness, making the smafl sum of 4 dol- 
lars; which I send to you, begging 
yOu to cast it into the treasury of the 
Lord, in that branch where you may 
find the greatest call.” 


Those not acquainted with such 
men as the writer of the above, might 
be led to suppose they were a very 
pious sort of people, and actuated by . 
pure ana benevolent motives. But the 
reverse, when they become known, in 
almost every instance, 1s fou.a to be 
case. Blind to a true knowledge 
destitute of principle, and 


ravens when they cry,’ can also feed | me Ny they are just fit instruments to 


them, without suffering them to touch | 
any thing consecrated to his service 
It is worthy of particular notice, that 
while other fields in the same neigh- 
bourhood suffered much from vermin, 
THIS remained entirely uninjured, though 
equally exposed as they [We hope 
the man does not tell a falsehood. ] 

“ When I perceived such a manifest 
interpositionvof Providence in behalf,of 
my feeble efforts, I could shrink into 
nothing and say, ‘it is the Lord;’ and 
to adopt the language of the apostle, 
‘neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increase.’ This small pit- 
tance | preserved by itself, and sold it 
in autumn for $ dolls. 29 cents. Being 


at that time some embarrassed, I en- 
Vor. VI. & 








promote the schemes and plans of cor- 
rupt priests. One out of many in- 
stances of the truth of this remark will 
here be given. 


A few years since, the New York 
Missionary Register published a letter 
from a Mr. Bliss to the Treasurer of 
the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, enclosing 11 dollars, biaiided him 
by the “ Rev.”@A. Peters, of Benning- 
ton, (Vermont) from a labouring’ man, 
with a request that he would trarfsmit 
it, and * conceal his name.”? The ace 
count, as published in the Register, 
proceeded to state, that this labouring 
man saved 75 cents of it by working 
on the 4th of July—1 dollar by deny- 
ing himself and family the use of ar. 
dent spirite—J dollar by not wearing 
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a neck handkerchief—1 doll. 25 cents | 
by having his fulled cloth only colour-| 
ed, not dressed; and another item of 4: 
dollars by wearing, himself and family, | 
thick shoes. ‘The motive for publish- |; 
ing this accounty as avowed by the 
Editors of ‘glk sister» was, “that 
others might Be induced to follow so 


WORTHY an example.” 


Now for the “worthy example,’ 
and the man’s piety. 

The Editor of the Bennington Gazette 
afterwards made the following state- 
ment: While this man was thus 
‘doing penance and starving his body,’ 
he sold a piece of land and took his 
pay; but, before the grantee could get 
his deed recorded, a creditor of the do- 
nor attached the same piece of land, 
and secured hig title—leaving the hen 
est purchaser without remedy.”? The 
American Watchman, in commenting on 
the above circumstance, observes—* I[t 
exhibits an instance of the grossest dis- 
honesty and hypocrisy, and strengthens 
us in the belief we have hitherto enter- 
tained, that spiritual pride, love of 
fame, and other equally impure mo- 
tives, are the incentives which influence 


the greater part of those engaged in || 


educating men for the ministry, and || 
sending missionaries to the heathen.” 

We will present one more instance |; 
of the boasting and vain-glory now so 
frequently manifested, published, and 
applauded by the religious and chari- 
table people uf the day. A late mis- 
sionary print, under the head of 
“‘LIBERALITY,” gives the following 
statement. 


«s A merchant in the State of New 
York, in a recent letter to the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for For- 
eigu Missions, says: 


«< This day I send you, as above, 100 
dollars, and to the New York Seaman’s 
Society , 50 dollars,—to the Domestic 
Missionary Society of New York, 50 
Gollars—and to the Theological Semi- 


nary of Princeton, 50 dollars; and, if 





my business prospers, I shall have 1000 


dollars more to spare this year. [ am 
helping some of our weak churches 10 
to 20 dollars a year, and promising and | 
endorsing for them to larger amounts. 
Suppose I appoint myself bishop of a 
‘dozen weak churches, and provide 
“ministers for them—will not that be 
‘well? I know of one society who 
want a man full of the spirit of Christ, 
who will labour for 300 dollars a year, 
aud board, horse-keeping, Xc. till he 
can build up the society to greater 
strength. If you can send me such a 
man, let him come at once—I will see 
him paid.” 
“REVIVAL MINISTERS.” 

Under this head, a writer in the Fos- 
ton Recorder & Telegraph, speaks of the 
“Tolland couniy Female Soctety for pro- 
moting Revivals of Religion.”? This is 
‘quite a new kind of society, and its 
object is stated to be to “ hold out en- 
couragement and support to such men 
as have been signally blessed in com- 
mencing and forwarding so glorious a 
work.”? “In a word,”’ says the writer, 
“these men [having good pay well 
secured ] are to visit the churches—to 
‘arouse the sleeping Gciglen of the 
| Lord Jesus—to raise and sustain a 
[high tone of religious feeling —aw aken 
ithe consciences br sinners,” &c. The 
iwriter continues,—* The existence otf 
such a class of aad in the vine- 
par of Christ, set and kept apart for 
this very purpose, is warranted by se- 
veral weighty considerations.’’ Then 
follow the considerations, winding up 
with the conclusion, —*“ that such men 
as are usually termed revival ministers, 
ought to be sought out, encouraged, 
and supported, as they are by our truly 
pious and benevolent sisters of ‘ Tol- 
land county.’ ”’ 





In the midst of all the numerous 
plans, associations, and human contri- 
vances now going on in christendom to 
spread the gospel, pure and undefiled 
religion is rapidly falling into decay; 
and professors in general are becoming 





just like the Scribes and Pharisees in 
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the time 
same blinded zeal for God, and the 
same anxiety to make proselytes to 
their faith, without being much con- 
cerned or even able to make them, 
really better, since they themselves, 
with all their outward works and show 
of godliness, are among the greatest 
aud most incorrigible of sinners. 





NEW ENGLAND FASHIONS IN 
NEW YORK STATE. 

The Western Recorder, printed at 
Utica, “under the patronage, and for 
the benefit of the Western Education 
Society and Auburn Theological Semi- 
nary,’’ contains the following adve: tise- 
ment. 

CONCERT. 

A Concert of Sacred Music will be giv- 
en at the Presbyterian Church in Augusta, 
on Friday evening, the 6th May next, by 
the Chor of said Church, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. D. Clark. Several Gentlemen 
and Ladies of the vicinity, and several 
Gentlemen Amateurs from Utica, are ex- 
pected to attend. Exercises to commence 
at half past 7 o’clock, P. M. 

iP? Tickets for admission, 25 cents 
eacli, to be had at the Stores of Messrs. 
Chandler and Moss, near the Church. 

April 26, 1825. 

Wherein do these * concerts’’ differ 
from theatrical exhibitions, save only 
that the latter have not the word 
“sacred”? affixed to them Both are 
intended to amuse the people, and to 
obtain money from them. 

Meeting-houses and theatres are in- 
deed in these days nearly on a par— 


they are places of merchandise, where , 


the people are amused and gratiiied, 
and where they pay their money hber- 
ally for the scenes and performances 
acted before them. Here, too, they 
can exhibit themselves in their best at- 
tire before a multitude of spectators, 
see their acquaintances, and are fur- 
nished with a topic for displaying their 
talents and ingenuity by descantng on 
the merits of the performances from 


| 


‘benefit in imparting either virtue or re- 


| 











| 





the stage or the pulpit. In many 


| such things. 





of our Saviour,—having the; as the other,—and the same persons 


often attend both. ‘The consecration 
of one of the buildings can be of no 


ligion to those who assemble within its 
walls. 


[From the Pilot, printed at New Haven.) 
700,000 MINISTERS!!! 


If the seventh angel had sounded 
his trumpet, and proclaimed that the 
time was come when “the kingdoms 
of this world should become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ,” 
and that this should be effected by 
three great societies, officered and 
mauned as the Education, Bible and 
Missionary societies are; that the rich 
should cast in their abuadance, and the 
poor their mites to the “ treasury of 
the Lord’? in New York, and that 
700,000 ministers should be raised to 
carry the light of salvation to a world 
sitting in ca:kuess, infinitely different 
would have been the aspect of this 
subject 

We do not deem it a light thing 
that men, mostly of one christian de- 
nomination, and not suspected of any 
strong tendencies to piety, should as- 
sume the divine prerogative of extend- 
ing the gospel, should appoint them- 
selves keepers of the Lord’s treasury, 
and should levy contributions on the 
people to effect their purposes. 

They have indeed drawn into their 
snares some members of those religious 
classes which must sink if these socie- 
ties prevail Such adjuncts were pro- 
bably honest enough; perhaps they 
expected some present profit or popu- 
larity. We cannot well account for 
Joseph’s brethren sold 
him into Egypt; and since that, many 
rare sales have taken place! 

They have also drawn in some really 
pious men, hoping that a little leaven 
might leaven the whole lump, and well 
knowing that some rea/ indigo would 
& 


ive a good colour to the sample end of 


cases there is uearly as much religion || the piece. 
to be met with at one of these places 


‘ 





Though these institutions are Pres- 
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byterian and federal from the founda- 
tion to the top-stone, yet we find 
among their visible supporters a few 
respectable men of the religious orders 
which are constantly recruiting from 
them, and we find a few republicans 
of high rank! When a man’s own 
popularity is his idol god, and when 
he considers his own promotion to be 
the great good of the universe, he na- 
turally joins these societies, knowing 
that they and their thousand auxiliaries 
and agents, all professing to be in the 
employ of heaven, can have a great in- 
fluence on votes. 

There was a time in the ancient 
colony of New-Haven, when no man 
could be a free burgess unless he was 
a church-member—and the time is 
hastening, when, if there shall be no 
effectual resistance from the friends 
of religious and civil liberty, a decree 
will go forth from these societies, that 


> Pe 


the pen, and his most gracious majesty 
was declared to be “a tyrant, unfit to 
be the ruler of a free people.”’ 

We succeeded, and joyfully com. 
menced the institutions which should 
protect our civil liberties; but, in the 
ardour of our triumph, we neglected 
the protection of our better half, the 
rights of consctence. It has been the 
will of heaven to send into our world 
| earthquakes, hurricanes, and tempests, 
and often to desolate in a moment the 
forests of a century and the earnings 
of many generations. The same in- 
} finite power sent or permitted to arise 
among us a combination of men, con- 
sisting partly of the enemies of the re- 
ivolution, and partly of unsound priests; 

for no sound priest ever left “the word 
of God to serve tables:”? and these 
united to form what they believed to 
‘be the indestructible firm of Moses and 
Aaron. In this capacity they drew 








no man shall be president or vice-presi-|:into their snares from the east, the 
dent of the United States unless he be |, west, the north and the south—and 
of their fraternity, and that the treasu- | they caught in their traps the unwary, 


ry of the United States shall be in the ‘and for many years presented an un- 
charge of some manager of the Lord’s | broken phalanx against the republicans 
treasury. A like decree will extend to) of New England 
the several States—and the great in- || When constitutions of state govern- 
quiry, in respect to a candidate for ments were formed, their influence was 
civil office will be, not whether he is uniformly against any article which 
honest, capable, and friendly to the should give to all denominations equal 
constitution, but whether he is a mem- | privileges, and thus secure the rights 
ber of the Bible, the Missionary, or the | of conscience. 
Education Society. At the close of the late war, this 
At the opening of the American |;combination, which had been a curse 
revolution there were powerful trea-|!and calamity to us for many years, had 
tises in favour of ‘the Rights of Men.’ |/nearly lost its power: Those who had 
They were intense flashes of light from |\carried the holy wallets, with their pro- 
the gloom of ages, during which the || vender in one end and a stone in the 
divine right of kings, the infallible do- |!other, threw off their burdens | Moses 
minion of priests, and the prostration lost all his power, and Aaron had the 
of man had been established by cus- [best possible chance of atoning for his 
tom, protected by laws, and supported |! past errors by devoting the remainder 
by arms. ‘To many it appeared to be | of his days to the care of souls; but 
the height of distraction for a people, ‘such Aarons, when they have once 
born subjects to his most gracious ma- | tasted how good and pleasant it is for 
jesty, the defender of the faith, to as-| federal brethren to dwell together in 
sert the right of self-government; but unity, felt, like an old coachman, @ 
the arms in the hands of the * sons of | great relish for the crack of the whip, 
liberty,’ sustained the arguments of ‘and they cried with a loud voice, Mo- 
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ses, Moses! and from the north Mis- {) great and holy objects, very important 
sionary Moses, from the south Bible ; to the divine glory, but never compass 
Moses, and from the interior Educa-} any thing but their own personal ad- 
tion Moses, answered: and the parties || vancement. 
met, embraced, and formed articles, I Their principal trade, however, is in 
the main object of which was the: Bibles. These they have of many sizes 
raising of money by the admission of ' and prices, and in various languages—= 
members, and by all manner of ad- and the very name of dealing in Bibles 
dresses to the ambition, the piety, en-' is so imposing! Connect with this 
thusiasm or hypocrisy, the fears and their correspondencies with Bible So. 
hopes, the joys and sorrows, of this Ccieties abroad, officered by dukes and 
great community. earls, and their actually sending a few 
To the Jesuits, who formed the ar- | Bibles to the Heathen, and their mag- 
ticles of the three societies, it must nificent purpose of raising 700,000 
have been evident, that if they could’ ministers to convert seven hundred 
lay the whole country under contribu- millions of the human race! 
tion, even to the raising of 700,000: All these things place these great 
ministers, their influence would have. societies to windward of the Church 
been wholly irresistable. This is the of Rome, and cause thousands, who 
last effort of open defiance against the |} do not understand their machinery, to 
religious and civil liberties of the Uni-' fall down and worship the image. 
ted States. Their organization gives || This spirit of trading, in the mother 
them great power of practising on the |! societies, has extended to their auxili- 
religious feelings and of drawing se-|! aries, to many of our printing offices 
verely from the almost exhausted means || and churches; and in fact the trading 
* the poor. If they had believed jjin religion and religious books has be- 
t.cmselves to be in the employ of hea- || come one of the most lucrative branches 
ven, would they have confined their |! of business in New England. This fact 
donations to the merest mites of their is so well known, and its details are so 
own wealth? Would they have built '| fully under the public eye, that we 
a Depository at great cost, instead of] shall not comment on it at present. 
hiring one at moderate rent? Would |} We hasten to close this number by a 
they have been accumulating monies | brief view of the influence of these so- 
and lending them out and taking || cieties on the actual religion of our 
mortgages for security? All this,!|towns; and that we may meet all the 
while Jews and gentiles, poor Pagans | responsibilities of the subject, we will 
and Mahometans are daily sinking to,| consider the condition of our own 
perdition ! town. 
No—they are a great trading-house, | Here, in this delightful city of gar- 
like Rome: they forgive sins on cheaper || dens, we might live and be happy, as 
terms than Rome does, the smallest || were those of the vale of Abyssinia, 
mites being accepted as evidence of || were it not that the devotees of these 
adhesion; they admit into their com.- || societies have on their side all the re- 
munion those who will give them | ligion, with all 1ts promises and earthly 
money; they denounce as infidels all} profits, and are hereafter to shine as 
who do not believe in THEM; they issue || stars forever and forever, while another 
their bulls and anathemas against all prem of men, as good as the first, ac- 
































apposition; they send forth their le-||/ cording to all human appearance, are 
gends as Rome sends forth her legends, || to hold their peace, while they are call- 
each requiring credence, because their ‘ed infidels and atheists, and are finally 
stories are in print; they make pre-|/ to settle down in eternal burnings! 

fences of having always in view some!! In the setfmon on the mount we 
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read, “ Blessed are ye, when men shall | 
revile you and shall persecute you, and | 


say all manner of evil against you false-_ 


>? 


ly for my sake.”? This blessedness the 
devotees have never enjoyed. But many 
of them have the highest seats in the 
synagogues, some of them are called 
Rabbi, all of them have a good account 
iven of them in the market Magazines 
and Christian Telegraphs—and no man 
speaks evil of them falsely With such 
comforts in hand and such glorious 
prospects in future, they ought to be 
contented and joyful, even though their 
high pretensions should be occasionally 
questioned. 
Hard indeed is the condition of 
those among us, who refuse to pay 
tithes to the societies. They are like 


the unfortunate man, stopped on the, 


road, threatened to be robbed of the 
last cent for his obstinacy, if he resists, 





and to be equally robbed. for his cow-| 


ardice, if he surrenders Our houses 
are infested by mendicants for holy | 
uses, crying, Give, give. We are not} 
even to be allowed the disposal of our 
own charities. Professing men and pro- 
fessing women, among whom are some | 
honest and deceived enthusiasts, claim 
aright to manage our monies, to dis- 
pose of our characters in this world 
and of our souls in the future. We 
have every reason to be thankful that 
our present and future destinies are not 
in their hands. We have souls as dear 
to us as their souls are to them; we 
understand the divine mind and will as 
well as they do; we have no disposition 
to exchange with them the chances of 
the future; and living or dying, we 
shall rejoice, as sincerely as they can, 
that the “ Judge of all the earth will 
do right, and that the Lord God om- 
hipotent reigneth.”’ 


[From the Gospel Herald.) 
To Missionary Schemers, und advocates 
of proud Clergymen, greeting: 
Men and Brethren—Secing that you 


| 


| 








verify the truth of the Scriptures, in | 


the children af hell toe darkness) clin 
they were before, we are constrained 
to address you, and to offer you some 
honest advice at this critical juncture, 
You must be aware, genilemen, that 
your ministers or priests are waxing 
prouder and prouder. Your expenses 
for the support of priests, and building 
and ornamenting churches, as they are 
called, are increasing, and the Heathen, 
in despite of all your well meant en- 
deavours, are Heathen still. 

Have you never, during a moment 
of serious reflection, thought of these 
things? Has it never occurred to 
you, that your conduct in incurring 
expenses for the prodigal maintenance 
of priests, and the chimerical notion 
of converting the Heathen to a faith 
which is a constant subject of dispute 
among yourselves, 18 not sialon by, 


|nor commanded in, the Scriptures? 


Have you so far been swallowed up 
in these popular schemes, as to forget 
that the Scriptures imperiously require 
the exercise of charity or love to the 
suffermg sons and daughters of the 
human family, and that no act of su- 
pererogation towards clergymen, can 
absolve you from this sacred duty? 
You must confess that enormous sums 
of money have been expended, within 
ten years past, as clergymen have been 
pleased to dictate. You know that 
the poor of your own flesh have been 
despised and neglected, while proud 
imperious men_ have ineiaiaial large 
sums, received from the public purse, 
in luxury and extravagance. These 
things have not been done in a corner, 
but befure your eyes, and sanctioned 
by you. 

Contrast the conduct and_preten- 
sions of modern priests, with the con- 
duct and pretensions of Jesus Christ 
and his apostles, and you will = 
them lamentably deficient in the 1 
dispensable qualifications necessary to 
constitute an honest priesthood. Con- 
trast their doctrine with that taught 


| by Jesus Christ and his disciples, and 
making your proselytes two-fold more | 


you will discover the impositions which 
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have, thus far,» been practised upon 
you with apparent impunity. 

We entreat you to pause in your 
wad career, and consider the things 
which belong to your peace. Remem- 
ber that FAITH is one thing, HOPE an- 
other, and rELiGcion another. Ex- 
amine for yourselves, and you will dis- 
cover that religion, such as God ap- 
proves, is the consequence, and not the 
cause, of faith; and that hope neces- 
sarily proceeds from the possession 
of knowledge which produces faith. 
Religion has nothing to do with those 
opinions, principles, and anathemas, 
which craze the heads and harden the 
hearts of modern religiomsts. A man 
may pamper his minister, be constant 
n attendance at church, and in the ob- 
servance of the whole formula of what 
is called religious duties and ordinances, 
expend much money in missionary en- 


terprizes, and much time in prayer and | 
prayer meetings, and never do so much 


as ore act of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion the whole time. It is therefore 
evident, that pure and undefiled reli- 
gion before modern priests, and pure 
and undefiled religion before God, even 
the Father, are two things In the one 
case, it is to subserve the interests and 
promote the ends of proud unfeeling 
men; and in the other it is to relieve 
the needy and helpless. Are not these 
things so? Can you excuse yourselves 
for the neglect of duties which God 
commands, and find an excuse for join- 
hand in hand with men whom 
Carist portrayed, when he pronounced 
the character of the ancient Pharisees ? 
Remember, it 1s one thing to serve 
such men, and to pamper them, and 
another to serve God, by imitating the 
meck and lowly Jesus, and administer- 
ing to the wants of the widow and fa- 
therless. 


Ing 


(From the Christian Baptist] 


filled with fashion and beauty. The 
wooden throne was superb, and in the 
first boxes sat and reclined the wealthy 
and proud on seats as soft as sofas.— 
After a silent contemplation of the po- 
lite crowds entering and walking to 
their respective pews, in all the majesty 
of the theatre, which feasted the eyes 
of those already seated, and furnished 
texts for the first half of the week—~ 
the grave young parson commenced 
the public worship of that God who 
delights in a fine exterior, and in a 
proud and aspiring heart ; who despises 
the poor cottage and the cottager, the 
rough meeting-house and the rude and 
rough frequenters of it. He sang and 
prayed one hour and six minutes; or 
rather he offered songs for the sweet 
singers who expressed their piety in all 
the gracious flexions of symphonious 
voices, while the devout audience wor- 
shipped in admiring the harmony of 
music, and praised their God for hav- 
ing given such fine voices and charm- 
ing music to men and women. His 
prayer was well pronounced in periods 
such as Dr. Blair commends; and in 
the true philosophy of rhetoric he wor- 
shipped, if not in spirit and in truth, 
certainly in taste and elegance. His 
sermon was forty-five minutes long, 
and was all built on this clause, “ Why 
will ye die, O house of Israel.’”? He 
finished with one song and _ prayer 
twenty-seven minutes long, and then 
blessed the people and sent them home 
for one week. Next day I| inquired 
after his stipend, and found it was an- 
nually 2000 dollars, besides marriage 
fees and funeral sermons extra, amount- 
ing to perhaps 1000 more. Six months 
in the year he gave them two orations 
per diem, and six months one, averaging 
forty-five minutes each; making in all 
fifty-eight hours and one half in a year, 
valued at 34 dollars per hour, or 26 
dollars per sermon. His sermon on 





Shortly after my arrival at N——,! 


{probably Nashville] I went to the 
Presbyterian meeting-house. 


tasty and magnificent edifice, and well | 





It was a. 


“ Why will ye die, O house of Israel,’’ 
cost the congregation 26 dollars, ex- 
cept we should count something on the 





prayers: but as he was hired to preach 
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too, to his apostles, the ministers o 
his church What ean be more ex. 
plicit than the following verses of the 
6th chapter of Matthew? 


and not to pray, it is just to fix this 
value upon his sermons. Now if one 
clause of a verse cost that people 26 
dollars, the question with me was, how 
much would it cost them to have the 5. “And when thou prayest thoy 
whole Bible thus explained? I soon} shalt not be as the hypocrites; for 
found, by the rule of three, it would, they love to pray standing in the syna. 
require rather more than a thousand | gogues and in the corners of the streets, 
years to get once through, and cost that they may be scen of men.”’ 


the congregation one million three | 7 But when ye pray, use not vaia 
‘repetitions, as the Heathen: for they 


hundred thousand dollars to have it! 

thus explained. But the misfortune jthink they shall be heard for their 
was that they must all die before they | much speaking. 

would hear it all explained, and pay all; 8. ‘Be not ye therefore like unto 
their lives for that which would never them: for your Father knoweth what 
be accomplished. But they were amused things ye have need of before ye ask 
once in a week for their money, and | him.” 

their life was only a frolic throughout, |} And yet the ministers of the Gos. 
and the parson might as well have some '! pel —officers of colleges, with the Bible 
of their money as the play-actor, or the ‘in their hands, learning in their heads, 
confectioner. During the evening Ij;and pretended piety in their hearts, 
was entertained by contrasting the live in continued and open violation of 
present state of the “Christian con- || precepts so plain and positive. Surely 
gregations” with that of the first dis the /earned gentlemen must be extreme- 
ciples, and their teachers with those | ly ignorant of their Divine Mastet’s 
who were first employed in this work. |\injunctions or else bare-faced hypo- 
Blessed revolution! when the same sort |'crites: the latter seems the most pro- 








t 
of men, and actuated by the same mo- 
tives too, now pay dollars instead of 
stripes for hearing preachers; when 


the children of those who whipped and 


scourged the first teachers now contri- 
bute by tens and twenties to those who 
call themselves the successors of those 
who freely received and freely gave. 


For the Reformer. 
Union Couiteer, June, 1825. 

To the Editor of the Reformer—Of all 
the absurdities which have crept into 
the Christian church and injured the 
Christian vame, long and frequent 
prayers appear to me the most palpa- 
ble. Something might possibly be said 
in behalf of these long-winded petitions 
to the Throne of Grace, if there were 
no definite regulations on the subject 
in the Scriptures. But there are in- 
structions on this subject in the Scrip- 
tures; and they are of the most Posi. 
tive nature; and furth rmore they were 


delivered by Christ himself, aid that 


\ bable. 

| What is the substance of these pray- 
ers? Do they consist of any thing ex- 
cept vain repetitions’? I feel con- 
‘scientious in saying that, with one or 
two exceptions. I never heard one from 
a Calvinistic mouth that contained less 
than ten; and I have heard a great 
| many that contained as many as tity. 
Is the Almighty deaf or sleeping that 
he must be continually importuned for 
/wants, many of which exist only in the 
imagination ? 

Dr. Paley tells us that to take the 
name of God in vain is to mention it 
‘“‘when it 1s useless; and it is useless 
when it is neither intended nor likely 
to serve any good purpose; as when it 
flows from the lips idle and unmean- 
ing; or is applied upon occasions in- 
consistent with any consideration of 
religion or devotion, to express our 
anger, Our earnestness, our courage, OF 
our mirth: or indeed when it is used 








at all except in acts of religion or in 
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carious and seasonable discourse upon | falling into a total neglect of every re- 
religious subjects” Now, the manner | higious duty. To avoid being a witness 
‘n which the clergy at present use the of such degeneracy is not in his pe yds 
name of God in prayer cannot be *1n | if he pays any regard to the laws of his 
acts of religion,’? because they violate || institution. Attend chapel he must— 
one of the most express injunctions of | attend church he must—and as the 
our Saviour in so doing. Therefore, fruits of his obedience, he must listen 
without examming this definition any |/ to what his reason contradicts and his 
farther, it is my serious opinion that soul abhors. How 18 it possible for 
the frequent repetition of the name of him to give a conscientious wom toa 
God in prayer is neither more nor less prayer which contains so many “* vain 
than so many violations of the com-|} repetitions,” and which is distinguish- 
mandment, “ Thou shalt not take the |!ed for so “ much speaking”? Hence 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” the Sabbath becomes to him a day of 
To add insult to profanation it is the real misery instead of intellectual com- 
general practice to wind up a prayer fort and rest. ; This has an unhappy 
of an hour long with “we are not|!influence on his mind, because he 1s 
heard for our much speaking.”’ apt to become alienated from the ra- 
In Calvinistic churches it is the |} tional duties which ought to be per- 
general custom of the congregation to formed on that day. We are made of 
stand erect when the holy man com-|j flesh and blood; and flesh and blood 
mences his petition. But long before || sometimes carry us to extremes. What 
the reverend personage is prepared to||is more natural for a person who has 
say **Amen,’”’ a majority of the long been tortured almost out of his exist- 
faced professors have fallen beneath |] ence by some quack physician, than to 
the influence of the spiriti—but unfor- || reject even such operatives as may be 
tunately that spirit is somnus. I||necessary for his recovery? What is 
cannot much blame them; for as scru-'| more natural for a person who has be- 
pulous as I am to comply with the/||come disgusted with vain and useless 
ceremonies of the place, it is with ex-|| ceremonies, than to reject even such as 
treme difficulty that I can keep from | are rational ? 
falling asleep beneath the somniferous | Let us fondly hope that the inde- 
effect of the drowsy petitioner. What | pendent efforts of thuse who dare to 
eficacy is there in such prayers? Does || rally around the standard of religious 
it noi destroy the effect which rational | toleration, may yet succeed in lifting 
prayer oughc to have on a congrega- | the veil that conceals from the multi- 
tion? tude the ridiculous absurdities which 
The collegiate, whose mind is not} disgrace our religion and threaten us 
shackled by a drowsy luke-warm rcli-|| with the tyranny of an odious priest. 














sion, and whose actions are dictated ;| hood. A Junior, 
by the independent spirit which resides! —_—— 

in his own breast, cannot but feel in| For the Reformer. 

dignant at forms and ceremonies so re- | The Presbyterian clergy have bees 


puguant to the interests of true reli-|| frequently charged with an attempt to 
gion. He is astonished to find the/ control the civil policy of our country; 
plainest precepts of the Author of his|) and they in their turn have constant- 
religion treared with solemn mockery |!ly denied it, as a thing most foreign 
by those who profess to be Doctors of|| to their thoughts. This suspicion, I 
the Church. And if his spirit does not || should suppose, would have kept those 
possess that decided character which] who felt it watchful of their move- 
spurns the unhzllowed encroachments | ments, and especially their adherents: 


o* clerical ambitign, he is in danger of 1for we could not suppose the clergy 
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would publicly proclaim their designs, | 
or even be known as taking an active 
part in perfecting them, when they | 
would be so €ontrary to their declara- 
tions. We must therefore expect to 
learn it only from those who have en- 
tered into their views. From these 
active tools we may read those lessons 
which they have’ received from head 
quarters. I have been surprised there 
has been so little notice taken of the 
measures which these adherents have 
pursued, and the effects, in some in- 
stances, which they have produced.— 
Nothing but the sacred cause of liberty 
and of the rights of conscience would 
induce me to make these remarks. 

I noticed, during the contest in the 
presidential election, great pains were 
taken to let the people know which of 
the candidates were professors of reli- 
gion; as though the empty profession 





was of real importance. I also found 
many were influenced by it. A few 
of that number were so open-hearted | 
that they declared they would not sup- 


port a persou w ho had not made a pro- 
fession of religion. 
o 


| 
! 
! 





’ : : —— 
communication to be published: And 


what was the consequence? At the 
next election for governor Mr. Clinton 
lost it. Mr. Clinton then took the 
hint—he joined the Bible society; con. 
tributed to the missionary cause, ang 
made a famous speech. His name wa; 
sounded with great applause. Now 
behold his reward: at the succeeding 
election he had more than twenty 
thousand majority! If this does not 
prove the control of the clergy over 
the civil policy of our country, whether 
it was foreign to their thoughts or not, 
I cannot conceive what greater evidence 
can be adduced. 

Thus the Presbyterian clergy have 
succeeded in this state. No man can 
hold an office without their gracious 
approbation.» Pious fraud must be the 
efficiggit door into which the ambitious 
mfist enter to obtain any civil prefer. 
ment. No sooner was the influence of 
the clergy tested in that election, than 
measures were pursued to render tle 
clerical influence permanent. A ‘sy: 
tematic arrangement was adopted in 


{i eis 
These advocates '' the common schools to make the rising 


for religious profession, I found, were || generation learned in picus romances. 

. as . | ~ . : 
anxious to know whether these presi- | Hereafter the will of the clergy must 
dential candidates were sincere: to test | be consulted; and whoever lives to sce 


Sa 


J 
to 


the truth of which, the first inquir 
was——“ Have they given any thing 
the Missionary Society??? This being | 
ascertained, they appeared to be satis- , 
fied. ‘That offictousness which was 
manifested to furnish particulars, con- 
vinced me that it was designed to sup; 
ply the deficiency of other considera- 
tions to recommend their respective 
candidate. The more pious a man 
really is, the better it is for him: but, 
so far as this trumpeting religious pro- 
fessions served to corrupt voters, so far 
it ought to be reprehended. 

Whatever corrupt effect this had in 
the federal election through the Union, 
I cannot says but it has been clearly 
out-done in the state election in New 
York. I recollect that Governor Clin- 
ton was denounced by the Presbyterian 


. | 
i 





thirty ye 





magazines for suffering Red Jacket’s | 


ars roll away, may sce the le- 
gislative hall of the state filled with 
the creatures of clerical patronage, and 
wonderfully learned in this systematic 
sclence. 

There must be many in the state 
who lament the loss of their liberty, 
and the commencement of the dark 
ages rolling on; but, alas! they must 
do it in silence, otherwise they will be 

; 
the marked victims of infuriated bigot- 
ry. If the clergy do not use to them 
the language of the Pope’s legate to 
king John of England, after kicking 
off his crown while on his knees before 
him, °*Z will let him know what it 1s to 
offend St. Peter,’ they will keep them 
in the back ground, or point to Chia- 
ton, and tell them, unless you repe™ 
and unite with us, we will turn you ou! 


lof office. 
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What a happy circumstance it 1s 
that the band of patriots who acquired 
our liberties, have nearly all retired 
from the land of the living. Their 
fuclings must be severely wounded to 
see their descendants treat their devo- 

the liberties of their country 
ingratitude, and so soon give up 
to the worst kind of tyranny,—to the 
infuriated bigotry of clerical despotism, 
whose te der mercies have ever been 
found to bec uel. 

There is yct a hope, that a redeem- 
ing spirit exists in the bosom of our 
country, though now slumbering,which 
will awake in time to save us; and the 
sons of freemen may continue to eujoy 
the rich inheritance of their fathers, 
aud rejoice im the salvation. CyRiL 
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“The following communication has been 
received from a person of standing and 
responsibility in the State of Ohno. | 


To the Editor of the Reformer. 

Str—You have published many va- 
luable essays in your little work, warn- 
ing the people to be on their guard 
against the eucroachments of the cler- 
gy, a majority of whom, in every age 
and country, and of eveiy sect, when 
numerous and wealthy, have proved 
themselves fond of privileges, anxious 
for power, and quite willing to live 
better than their pa:tshioners, whether 
on the proceeds of their own rightful 
earnings, voluutary donations from their 
followers, or sums extorted from the 
people at large by the arm of power, 
or, what is nearly the same, drawn 
trom the community by the influence 
of established custom, which few, even 
among those who have the desire, have 
sufficient moral courage to resist. 

Maving particularly observed the 
steady opposition every where mani- 
tested by the clergy against free in. 
quiry—their numerous plans to obtain 
wealth, fame and influence—and above 
all, their extreme anxiety to head and 
control every literary institution, in 
which they often succeed over men of 


equal virtue, I am very sensible of the 
necessitv and utility of a temperate, 
impartial, and cheap periodical, like 
the * Reformer.’? And so Jong as its 
spirit and character shall coutinue to 
be what it now is, 1 hope it will never 
be suffered to languish for want of pa- 
tronage. _ 

I have been led to these remarks by 
reflecting on the recent appointment 
of the Rev. James McAboy to the of- 
fice of Post Master at Newport, Ohio. 
An appointment which is as exception- 
able, as I hope it is unprecedented. It 
is exceptionable,. because it is in direct 
opposition to the spirit of our govern- 
ment, as the following brief statement 
of facts will sufficiently show. The 
incumbent, at the time of his applica- 
tion for the oflice, lived, as he now 
does, with his family, in the town of 
Athens—fifty-six miles from Newpori! 
And it is not alleged, neither by him 
nor his frieuds, that he has any inten- 
tion of removing to Newport. - On the 
contrary, he has been kuown to avow, 
that his object in procuring the ap- 
pointment, was, that he might enjoy, 
what has beea apily termed, the g/o- 
rious privilege of franking; which, like 
his friend and coadjutor, the Reverend 
Luther Rice, Post Master at College 
Hill, he uses in a very liberal and ex- 
tensive manner. The business of Mr. 
McAboy’s office is dune by a deputy, 
who is known to be very worthy of the 
trust, as well as capable of discharging 
the duties required; for which it is un- 
derstood he is to receive the emolu- 
ments of the office, while Mr. McAboy 
enjoys the privilege of franking, as well 
to and from the office at Athens, where 
he resides, as all others within the cir- 
cle of his travels. 

If it be asked how he obtained the 
appointment, [ answer, that having a 
‘small church at Newport, to which a 
‘minor part of his clerical labours are 
d-voted, he suggested the thing to 
them, when a vacancy was about to 








occur in the office, and they very readi- 





superior science, greater wisdom, and 


‘ly lent their names to a recommenda- 
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tion in his favour, and no opposition 
being made, his appointment followed 
as a matter of course. And although 


the appointment, wherever the circum-| 


stances are known, is generally very 
much disapproved of, upon principle, 
yet, as Mr. McAboy is a reputable 
clergyman, it has thus far been ac- 
quiesced in. SYDNEY. 

Ohio, July 4, 1825. 

For the Reformer. 

I have observed in your Reformer 
for June, that a certain Divine near 
Fredericktown, has pronounced your 


highly useful and intelligent paper, an. 


infidel publication, and threatened to de- 
nounce it as such from the pulpit. I- 
liberality of this character, and many 
other things, may be duly ascribed to 
the person whose name is in your pos- 
session, and [ would advise the reverend 
gentleman to keep his peace, as it is 
not in his power, nor in the power of 


his glorious aids, to stop the march of | 


inteliect, and that desire for free in- 
guiry which 1s the best and most ra- 
tional gift from God to man. Minis- 
ters, in our day, clothed with a little 
self-rigshteousness, and fostered and 
cherished by the credulous and un- 
thinking, assume high ground and lord 
it over the purses and consciences of 
men with the most unrelenting and in- 
solent sway. Commissioned from hea- 
ven, as they pretend, they consider 
themselves the vicegerents of God, and 
oppose with bitterness, all those who 
goubt their divine mission. 

It is true that the éru/y pious minis- 
ter of the Gospel should be held in 
high estimation—and when found in 
the way of godliness he is indeed a 
crown of glory to his flock. But 
when, in our day, we see the pretend- 
ed ambassadors ef Christ seated at the 
head of the sinner’s table, enjoying the 
fat of the land, talking and layghing 
in giddy merriment, and enjoying the 
anecdotes of the company assembled 
around the festive board, it is high 
time for the good hayman to examine 


for himself, and to see things ae they 
are. This observation I would wish 
to be considered in the general, and to 
have no special application. Facts 
speak for themselves, and let the guilty 
beware. 

It is a painful reflection that man- 
kind in the gross are yet so bigoted, 
and that the most daring acts of the 
preacher are too often justified by the 
majority of the world. Brought up 
with a deep veneration for the clerical 
character, we pass over their follies, 
‘and too often make virtue vice, and 
| Vice virtue, to gratify the aberrations 
of the preacher, when a little due re. 
flection would point out the absurdity 
f and indeed the criminality of the act. 
] We need not travel far into history 


| 


' 
' 








to establish the above facts—nor need 
we go far from Fredericktown for an 
_exemplification of their truth. Minis. 
‘ters here, are but men, and far from 
the form of angels: but there are great 
exceptions, for some are much better 
than others. Some can forget and for- 
give much sooner than others, and of 
course are more acceptable to God. 
Others again want that salvation for 
themselves which they erroneouisl; 
teach to others. Some, in short, are 
travelling fast to their final destiny se- 
cure of eternal rest, while others must 
bear the torments of a dying bed, and 
close their eyes in doubts and _ fears. 
Well will it be for the servant of thi 
Lord, if he has duly done his will—if 
he has acquitted himself as a true 
shepherd, and truly loved his flock; 
and well will it be with every one who 
has been duly purged from the sinful 
affections of his heart, and that can die 
in peace with his neighbour, his 5a- 
viour, and his God. 

Should the reasons for this essay 
transpire, and you and your paper be 
the subject of pulpit denunciation, you 
may hear something more explicit from 
the pen that has now addressed you. | 
cannot close this communication with- 
out the hope that many more persons 
in Fredericktown and Frederick coun 
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cy will take your paper, 

‘nto the way of truth and useful in- 

formation. Henry. 
Middletown, July 29, 1825. 


ANOTHER NEW PROJECT. 
A company denominated the *Ameri- | 
can Fire Insurance Company,’’ has lately | 





been formed in New York, the object | 


and plan of which will be seen by the | 
following extracts from the Prospec- 
tus:— 

“The object of the company is to| 
aid religious institutions by contribu- | 
tions to their funds: to accomplish | 
this, they propose to loan out their | 
capital at the usual rates of interest, 
on good security, and to pursue the 
ordinary business of a Fire Insurance 
Company; and after paying to the; 
sockholders, semi-annually, a dividend : 

f six per cent. per annum, reserving a. 
sufficient surplus to meet contingencies, | 
and defray the necessary expenses of the 
institution, to divide annually, and pay 
ever the balance to the representatives | 
of the different religious denominations 
who may be members of the Board of 
Directors for the time being, to be by 
them applied to such Missionary So- 
ciety or other religious institutions, as 
they, or a majority of them, may be 
disposed to patronise; the proportion 
of the fund to be regulated by the 
amount of business brought into the 
concern by each denomination; an ac- 
count of which being kept with strict 
reference to such division. All busi- 
hess not recognized as belonging to 
either denomination, to be given to the 
American Bible or Tract Society. It 
must be apparent, however, that in or- 
der to give effect to the plan, a united 
effort of Christians of different denomi- 
nations, to produce a general distribu- 
tion of the stock, and an extended pa- 
tronage of the office, is desirable. Ac- 
cordingly, the officers and managers 
have been selected, and are always 
hereafter to be selected, in equal pro- 
portions from the five following de- 


and be led | . 
, Baptists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 


list of names, viz.—The Methodists, 


and Reformed Dutch. 

“The present age, which is $0 re- 
markably distinguished for grand pro- 
jects, and noble enterprises, should find 
Christians ready to take advantage of 
the spirit of the times to subserve the in- 
terests of Christ’s kingdom. 

“The present enterprise is a busi- 
ness effort to produce contributions to 
religious objects, and calls for Chris- 
tian patronage. It is evident the plan 
is practicable. The only question is, 
‘Are there men to be found who are 
willing to receive but six per cetit. for 
a certain portion of their money, and 
cast the overplus into the treasury ot 
the Lord ?? If there are, the object ts 
secured, and a permanent and growing 
fund will be created to be applied to 
the best of purposes.’”” NV. York paper. 


'Is it expected that this religious 
stock jobbiny will promote a spirit of 
harmony amuoug ‘the Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and 
Reformed Dutch ?”’—Phila. Gazette. | 


The Christian Inquirer, speaking of 
this “American Fire Insurance 
Company,’’ observes— 


«The same arguments which have 
been addu€ed in favour of these na- 
tional istitutions, may with greater 
propriety be urged in favour of a na- 
tional religion. It is stated, that by 
combining the talents, resources, and 
exertions of the different societies’ the 
evangelizing and conversion of the 
world may be effected witn less ex- 
pense, and with much more certainty. 
Why may it not, with equal propriety, 
be said that religion may be supported 
and continued among us at much less 
expense by a union of all the orthodox 
sects, than by individual societies, as it 
now is. This wiil be answered in the 
affirmative. ‘Then when the power is 
obtained, there is nothing to prevent 
our having a national religion, or pro- 
vision made by law for the support 








uominations, each furnishing their own 


of an orthodos ministry.” 
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“NATIONAL RELIGION.” 


A “Circular,’’ addressed “Jo the 
Friends of Religion and good Govern- 
ment,”” has been forwarded to us by a 
Post Master in Ohio. “ From whence 
it came,” he observes, “ or by whom it 
was written, I know not. Its object 
cannot be mistaken.’’ He also informs 
us it 1s circulating through the medium 
of the mails, though it seems, by a 
paragraph at the close of the address, 
that the distribution of it has been 
limited. The author of this Circular 
has even gone ahead of Lyman Beecher, 
and furnished a dose which we should 
suppose was too strong for the ap- 
petites of most of the people of this! 
country, at present. Vhe Editor of the, 
Columbian Star, it appears, has received 
a copy of the same Circular, and not’ 
having room for the whole production, | 
we avail ourselves of his remarks con-| 
cerning it, for a pretty correct exhibi- 
tion of its nature and contents. 





From the Columbian Star of June 18. 


MAGNIFICENT SCHEME. 

This is the age of projects. The pub- 
lic mind is in a state of ferment. ‘The 
**imadness of superfluous wealth” has dis- 
turbed the body politic, and ingenuity is 
tasked to invent schemes, the greater| 
part of which deserve to be classed with 
the **thousand freaks that die in think-, 
ing.” 

The most absurd fancy of the kind, 
which we have yet seen, is contained in 
a Circular which has been sent to us, we 
know not whence nor by whom. The 
objects of the writer appear to be these: 

To produce the gradual union and 
amalgamation of all religious sects and 
parties, and to establish a National Creed. 

To make thus one form of religion, 
which shall be National, and the Minis- 
ters of which shall be educated and paid 
by the General Government. 

To induce the clergy to adopt a ‘* Na- 
tional costume, which shall be solemn and 
imposing, and such as will secure to the 
sacerdotal character that reverence which 
is due to it”! 








Se ny 


He appears to have been aroused to an. 
nounce these mighty conceptions, by the 
“ establishment of the American Tract Sp. 
ciety,” the “clection of Chaplains in rota. 
tion by Congress,” the visits of the clergy 
to General La Fayette, and other equally 
conchisive proofs, that the several denon. 
inations are prepared to acknowledge, 
that their differences are “immaterial and 
nominal,” and to unite in forming one pro- 
digious National Church. 

But enough of this idle project. The 
writer may have upr ght intentions, but 
he is sadly ignorant or regardless of the 
nature of man, and of the lessons of his- 
tory. 

it is weil for Christians, and especially 
for Baptists, to observe the signs of the 
times. There may be more cause to ap- 
prehend a powerful cffort, at no distant 


}dav, to establish a National Religion in 


this country, than we are accustomed to 
suppose. ‘Let us hold fast the profes- 
sion of our faith, without wavering.” 

[It is high time that Methodists as 
well as Baptists were aroused to a sense 
of their danger, for neither of these 
bodies will be placed at the helm of a 
national religion. Should such a religion 
indeed be established in this country, 
they would have to renounce the dis- 
tinctive features of their sect, and con- 
form to the new regulations, otherwise 
they might expect to be dragged to 
prison or be led to the stake. ] 


[From a London paper of May 14.) 

The Paris papers of Wednesday ar- 
rived last night. ‘The consideration of 
the items of the Budget of 1826 was 
continued in the Chamber of Deputies. 
Among those which were discussed on 
Tuesday was the charge of the Depart- 
ment of Ecclesiastical Affairs and Pub- 
lic Instruction. The whole sum re 
quired was 32 millions of francs. On 
bringing forward this article of the 
Budget, the Bishop of Hermopolis ad- 
dressed the Chamber in a long speech 
on the excellence of Christianity ™ 
| comparison with all other religions that 
‘have prevailed in the world. His Ex- 








These are the leading objects. The 
author has omitted to mention the hless- | 
ings of a Pope, Cardinals, the Inquisition, 
fay vots, Gee 
ime. 


i, 
fara 


i 
xe. which would follow in ||! 
iceives from the state. 


icellency deduced the necessity of giv- 
ling the Catholic Church in France 
nore support than it at present re- 
He ¢alculateé 
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that 50,000 ministers were requisite to 


disseminate the word of God, whereas 
there are but 35,000, most of whom 
are aged and infirm. Instead of 40,000 
churches, which would be hardly suf- 
ficient for the Catholic population, 
there were only 29,000, of which num- 
ber about 4,000 were vacant. After a 
few observations from the several De- 
puties, in approbation of the senti- 
ments expressed by the’ Bishop of Her- 
mopolis, the Ecclesiastical Budget was 
agreed to. 

FPxtract of a Letter from the State of 

Indiana. 

“Te Reformer is read here with avidi- 
ty, except by a few who say it ought to 
burnt. I find the princ?ples which it pro- 
mulgates are generally approved of by 
the reflecting part of community. 
eastern 
overshot the mark in representing the 
moral desolation of Indiana; we can in- 
form them that we are not so deplorably 


destitute of moral and religious instruc- || 


tion as they would fain make our eastern 
brethren believe. 

“It is astonishing with what arrogance 
they proclaim to their hearers that Indiana 


and the other western states are destitute, || 


#r nearly so, of the ministration of the 
word of God; and unless (say they) grea 
erexertions are made by Education ar 
Missionary Socicties, in a short time the 


people at the west may be expected to 
degenerate into a state of Paganism. 
“Othe presumption of vain man! I[s 


the arm of the Almighty shortened that he 
cannot save’? Are the Scriptures of Truth 
become a sealed book that can be open- 
ed in no other way than by going through 
« theological seminary’ I trust not—but 
Ido believe that the Almighty is as able 
to raise up and send forth able ministers 
of the New Testament now as he was 
eighteen hundred years ago, without the 
aid of Education or Missionary Socicties: 
and these are the kind of ministers, if any, 
that are wanting to build up the waste 
places of Indiana. Some such I believe 
we have at this time among us, who have 
been enabled by the spirit of God to dis- 
pense his word, and that without money 
and without price; and likewise without 
any help from the Education, Missionary, 
or Bible Societies; but they have spake 
as the spirit has given them utterance. 

‘“We have at this time, within the 


Our | 
missionary prints have rather) 


bounds of this county, between thirty and 
forty ministers of the various denomina- 
tions; and I have no reason to believe 
that the other parts of the State are a 
greater lack of religious teachers than we 
have; and with these facts staring our 
missionary friends in the face they would. 
strive to make the people believe we are 
lacking for preachers, and that unless we 
receive a timely supply, our blood will 
be required at their hands—Tell it not id 
Gath. 

‘“*T noticed, a few days since, in the 
Family Visitor, printed in Richmond,(Va.} 
that Bibles were selking at that place for 
seventy-iive cents a piece, owing to the 
perfection to which the American Bible 
Society had carried printing;—Bibles are 
sold here by our shop-keepers at the 
same price, in this moral wilderness, with- 
out the aid of the American Bibie Se- 
ciety.” 

(From the Massachusetts Spy.) 

** What shall we sav of the young ma 

who, from no other motive, save that * 








profit or popularity, embraces the profes- 
ision of a minister of the gospel? What 
iShall we sav, when we behold him ascend 
ithe pulpit as a rostrum, there to amuse us 
jwith a false display of rhetoric and orato- 
iry, endeavouring to imitate some standard 
iwhich he can never equal, until he forgets 
‘that instead of delivering us a message 


‘from his Maker, he is vainly attempting 
to—aggrandize himself. Is such a charac- 
iter calculated to excite our veneration or 
'respect’ Nature herself is a better moral- 
jist. She will tell you there is a God, and 
do it with solemnity.” ~ 


——+ = 


[From the Christian Seeretarye] 


** Those who are ‘begotten again to a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,’ and have the spirit 
of Christ, love holiness and hate sin in- 
dependently of the penalty annexed to 
the transgression of the law. And that 
religion which rises no higher than a re- 
linquishment of the practice of sin, mere- 
ly from a fear of its penalty, is a sandy 
foundation, and will be swept away by 
the tempest that shall precede the judg. 
ment of the last great day; we must serve 
God because we delight in his character, 
if we would be prepared for the happiness 
of heaven. 

** God’s plan of saving sinners, secures 
the honour of the divine majesty, by im 
planting ‘a right spirit’ in all his subjects. 
and any system that does not muke this 





provision, cannot be of God.” 
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NEW SECT. 

Coventry [England] has been for many 
years famous for its great number of dis- 
senters; and a new sect has lately sprung 
up there called Samaritans. Among these 
people women are permitted to preach; 
indeed, the founder of the sect is a female, 
the wife of a druggist of considerable pro- 
perty in Coventry of the name of Grant. 
Mrs. Grant is a woman of considerable ta- 
lent as a preacher, and quite devoid in 
her speaking of what the religious call 
the ho/y tone, or what, in the language of 
he profane, is designated cunt. The Sa- 
maritans inculcate the necessity of wear- 
ing plain clothes, and of abstaining from 
swearing, even in a Court of Justice. It 
is one of their fundamental principles, too, 
not to allow their preachers to receive 
money for their services. In other re- 


spects they appear to hold similar doc- 
trines to those of the Methodists. 

[Globe & Lmerald. 
Extract from the Fighth Annual Report of 


the United Foreign Missionary Society. 


** Inquiries have been made in behalf 
of a number of theological students at 
Princeton, Auburn, and New Haven, who 
are desirous to engage in missions to Ar- 
menia and Arabia in the east, and to Mex- 
ico, some part of South America, and the 
mouth of Columbia River, on this western 
continent.” 

Who would not be desirous to visit 
these distant and interesting countries, 
provided all their expenses were paid, 
and they were to receive a liberal month- 
ly salary besides? It is to be observed, that 
all those who go as missionaries to foreign 
parts become men of renown, appear of- 
ten in print, and expect to have their 
names handed down to posterity with ap- 
plause and veneration. So long as these 
causes continue to cperate, and money 
can be obtained, there will be no want of 
young men willing to engage in mission- 
ary undertakings in various parts of the 
world. 


A clergyman named 4ugustus B. Reed, 
who is settled in Troy, (Mass.) was, a few 
days ago, subjected to 375 dollars dama- 
ges for breach of promise of marriage 
made to a young lady. The defendant 


had pursued his theological studies with |) - 


the plaintiff’s father, the Rev. Mr. Otis 


Thompson, of Rehoboth, during which he! 


courted and promised her marriage. He 
was afterwards ordained; but instead of 
fulfilling his engagements with the plain- 


rt 


tiff, he married another lady, a member 
of his own congregation. | Late paper. 


The London Courier contains the 9). 
lowing advertisement :— 


‘* Any Nobleman, Gentleman, or Lady, 
wishing to have a hermit on their estates, 
may hear of one who would engage fir 
seven years, by sending proposals, post 
paid, with real name, to A. B. at,” &e. 

This, by some of our American Editors, 
is termed ‘Sa new luxury.” 


Meeting-houses in New York.—From 1 
|table in the New York Observer of th: 
meeting-houses in that city, it appears 
'that the whole number is 95,—viz. Bap. 
itist, 11; Friends, 4; Independent, 4; La 
theran, 2; Methodist, 13; Moravian,1; New 
Jerusalem, 1; Presbyterian, 19; Ep'scops), 
118; Reformed Dutch, 13, Roman Catholic, 
2; Synagogue, 1; Congregational, 1; Un 
versalist, 2; of no denomination, 3. 





The number of Episcopal clergymen in 
the United States, is said to be about 50; 
the number of Baptist clergymen about 
2577; and the whole number of the cler- 
gy rising 10,000. { National Gazette. 


A Paris paper states that the population 
of North and South America is 34,284,000, 
Roman Catholics, 22,177,000; Protest- 
fants, 11,287,000; Indians, not christians, 
| 820,000. 





Died Jately at Bridport, [England,] at 
the advanced age of 87, Samucl Best, the 
Prophet, who, for the last 30 vears of his 
{life, entertained the idea that he should 
be the leader of the Children of Israel to 
rebuild the city of Jerusalem. 


| Globe &? Emerald. 





The British House of Commons have 
raised the salaries of the Judges. Those 
of the King’s Bench are to receive 10,000 
pounds per annum—upwards of $40,000; 
and the other Judges in proportion. 


*,* The communication respecting 4m 
‘Act of the Ohio Legislature,” will be 
inserted in our next. 


**A Junior’ is received, but came to 
late for this number. 
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The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be at 
i dressed and payment made, to T. R. GAT; 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Strect, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 
| supplied from the commencement of the work 





